Leib/Louis Chrzonstowsky Thorner b:1893 Brzesne or Lipno, Poland, 12/31/1893; April, 1987 Death Morris, NJ
+Clara Morrison b circa 1897-1901 Poland or Mir, Russia

Parents
Moses?
Faga B

Siblings: Michal, Marcel?, Josef

Children
Esther M. Thorner Hirshfield b: circa 1925, NY
Blanche R. Thorner Blumenfeld b: circa 1928, NJ

Aug 4, 1913 ship Rotterdam Arrival NYC from Rotterdam. Last residence: Lipno. Birth: Brzesne
Leib Thorner, age 20 Occupation: Tailor; 5 foot, 3 inches, brown hair, brown eyes

Brothers: Michal Thorner; Marcel Korvska, Lipno, Plock; Father: Hersh ?7?;

Uncle Gedalia Thorner: 155 So. 2nd St, Brooklyn

June 5, 1917 US WW | Draft Registration Card

Louis Thorner Born 30 Dec 1893, Lipno, Plotzk, Poland

1504 W. Jefferson, Los Angeles Trade: Tailor (?), self employed

Single; short, slender, brown hair, brown eyes Fear specified against war

June 19, 1919 Declaration of Intention Leib Chrzonstowsky, aka Louis Thorner

California Southern District, Central Division, Los Angeles, California, District Court

Clock Operator, age 25, 5 feet, 4 inches, 125 Ibs., Fair complexion, Brown hair, brown eyes, born in Lipno, Poland,
12/31/1893, now residing at 120 Nevada Street, Los Angeles, CA. Emigrated to US from Rotterdam, Holland, having
previously resided in Lodz, Poland. Arrived NYC 8/6/1913. Unmarried.

January 9, 1920 Census Manhattan
Louis Thorner, 26, single
Joseph Thorner, 24, single
Samuel Fox, 24, single

12/23/1924 Marriage Brooklyn, NY Louis Thorner + Clara Morrison
Louis Thorner, Chatham, NY, Age: 2? Occ: operator; Born: Lipno, Russia; Father: Moses? Mother: Faga B
Clara Morrison, 1326 Washington Age: 23 Born: Mir?, Russia Father: Morris Mother:

1930 Census Chatham Township, Morris, NJ (indexed THOMER on FamilySearch)

Louis Thorner M 36 Poland
Clara Thorner F 34 Poland
Esther M. Thorner F 5 New York
Blanche R. Thorner F 2 New Jersey

April 19, 1940 Census Maple Street, Green Village, Chatham Township, Morris, NJ

Louis Thorner M 47 Poland
Clara Thorner F 43 Poland
Esther Thorner F 15 New York
Blanche Thorner F 12 New Jersey

April 25, 1942 WW 11 Draft Registration Card
Birth Date: 31 Dec 1895 Birth Place: Lipno, Poland Nearest Relative: Mrs. Clara Thorner
Maple Street, Chatham Township, Morris, NJ  Employer: SunnyFair Dress Co.

April, 1987 Death Morris, NJ

September 6, 2013



Leib Thorner

Birth Year: abt 1893 Brzesne, Russia, Age: 20
Ship Name: Rotterdam  Port of Departure: Rotterdam  Port of Arrival: New York, New York

Arrival Date: August 4, 1913
page 1
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Leib Thorner  Birth Year: abt 1893 Brzesne, Russia, Age: 20 Arrival Date: August 4, 1913
Ship Name: Rotterdam  Port of Departure: Rotterdam  Port of Arrival: New York, New York  page 2
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Louis Thorner

WWI Draft Registration Card

1504 W. Jefferson, Los Angeles
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Leib Chrzonstowsky, aka Louis Thorner  Declaration of Intention June 19, 1919

HOIAQ U 8. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR | : 5{"“'"‘.“"- 25

DECLARATION OF INTENTION
@ Invalid for all purposes seven years after the date hereof

ited States of America,
iherm Distr l.ss In the Blstrl;t 2% of the United States.

Southern District of California,
; _"éumm.. aged _.9.-55—._ years,

County of Z)s A eles
dq declare on oath that my personal

occupation ........ - '
Gz, heigt inches,

description is: Color ... (AL A44S

weight . /J.g{; . pounds, color of hair "\, color of eyes....
other visible distinctjye marks
I was born in

on the ...

at R W)

____\

of my wife is el § : she was born at

and now resides at e ———
It is my bona fide intention to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign

prince, potentate, state, or soverelgnty. and partlcularly to
erenseenenen i i_PRESENT GO ; T d e BT , of whom I am now a subject;
| arrived at the port of ... t/}’“ AN VAW ‘b L., in the
State of . (i A ¢ , on or about the [I'S day

v
Of e AL oy @NNO Domini :_M: I am not an anarchist; |am nota
polygamist nor a(lpeliever in the practice of polygamy; and it is my intention in good faith
to become a citizen of the United States of America and to permanently reside therein:

SO HELP M GOD, 1ol

Subscribed and sworn to before me in office of the Clerk of said Court
at Los Angeles, Cal,, this ,/ day of -,%A.‘v‘ .............

anno Domini 191

[SEAL] _
CHAS. N. WILLIAMS,

" & of thy U. S. Court, Southern District of California,
‘ @-& Depdy Clerk.




1920 United States Federal Census January 9, 1920

Name: Louis Thurner [Louis Thorner]

Age: 26 Birth Year: abt 1894 Birthplace: Poland Russia

Home in 1920: Manhattan Assembly District 8, New York, New York
Race: White Gender: Male

Immigration Year: 1913

Relation to Head of House: Head

Marital Status: Single

Father's Birthplace: Poland Russia Mother's Birthplace: Poland Russia
Home Owned: Rent

Able to Read: Yes Able to Write: Yes

[Occupation: operator, cloak, suits]

Household Members:
Louis Thorner 26
Joseph Thorner 24
Samuel Fox 24

Name: Joseph Thurner [Joseph Thorner]

Age: 24 Birth Year: abt 1896

Birthplace: Poland Russia

Home in 1920: Manhattan Assembly District 8, New York, New York
Race: White Gender: Male

Immigration Year: 1912

Relation to Head of House: Brother

Marital Status: Single

Father's Birthplace: Poland Russia Mother's Birthplace: Poland Russia
Able to Read: Yes Able to Write: Yes

[Occupation: Labor]

Name: Samuel Fox

Age: 24

Birth Year: abt 1896

Birthplace: Russia

Home in 1920: Manhattan Assembly District 8, New York, New York
Race: White Gender: Male

Immigration Year: 1910

Relation to Head of House: Boarder

Marital Status: Single

Father's Birthplace: Russia Mother's Birthplace: Russia
Able to Read: Yes Able to Write: Yes

[Occupation: Shipping clerk]

Source Citation: Year: 1920; Census Place: Manhattan Assembly District 8, New York, New York; Roll: T625_1199; Page: 9B;
Enumeration District: 610; Image: 601. Source Information: Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Census [database on-
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. Images reproduced by FamilySearch. Original data: Fourteenth
Census of the United States, 1920. (NARA microfilm publication T625, 2076 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record
Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the following NARA web
page: . Note: Enumeration Districts 819-839 are on roll 323 (Chicago City). Description: This database is an index to
individuals enumerated in the 1920 United States Federal Census, the Fourteenth Census of the United States. It includes all states
and territories, as well as Military and Naval Forces, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, and the Panama
Canal Zone. The census provides many details about individuals and families including: name, gender, age, birthplace, year of
immigration, mother tongue, and parents’ birthplaces. In addition, the names of those listed on the population schedule are linked
to actual images of the 1920 Federal Census. © 2013, The Generations Network, Inc.



Louis Thorner, Joseph Thorner, Samuel Fox Manhattan, NY January 9, 1920

r
|

STATE... DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE=-BUREAU OF THE CENSUS ) (SUPERVISOR'S DISTRICT No....! SHEET No.
BoUNTY . 'H CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1920—POPULATION [ENUMW“ON DISTRICT No. lhj _______
TOWNSHIP OR OTHERVDIVISION OF COUNTY =7 2= <7 4‘ {4 CoCm . .. - NAME OF INCORPORATED PLACE LR, T : \

NAME OF INSTITUTION G / - ENUMERATED BY ME ON THE__? DAY OF_M}, 1920; I\

PLACE OF ABODE. NAME BELATION. TBURE. |  PERSOMAL DESCRIFTION. EDUCATION. NATIVITY A3D MOTHER TONGUE. 1/ 7

7 AR S ] u;::.w:’;:n:“%fl 5 g '_if= 3 .:‘ rnunxlmuu‘rmx-uﬂnﬂidmlmﬂi‘:‘mzlmmmﬂ‘“ -ul-uurm If of forelgn birth, give the place of Dirth {3 2

E‘ =='-‘ ‘?:“" l"l:-lr m“.‘ Ralattanshipor Ohle E 4 E‘i 5=> a 2 PERSON. FA EH hl‘l‘l':l’l‘l‘h':“‘u:"m’ Tndmtry, pat e eatad: J‘l’:" |

53 || s, lni e gho pomi ot | € 15 5 EHEAER THER. MOTHER. Cl B o e ol u

' é -w,':'.. fviee """".';:L.....”:‘.'s.;.'.‘.'.‘.,"l“"""“‘ 55 E= ; =§ g_s g: EE e = g e, ete. store, farm, etc. :e:‘,:_:

T 2 R o 7 (8]0 16 | 17 | 18 19 20 P 2, 2, 2, 25 26 ” = | %
B A e L VoA o R e = L
52 oy] Koideaimdl \anud 1 e e AR | Wi dih ' 4 U Coe il 2
= = T s [ HH %% F kil |G Myl N U pleid (i 44 fglh ULl | 7 :3
p =y 777 S| (£ R 7 1L W) T A e e Pofid S S N
55 Congnetd  Migam Aptndn B LY Nt Folla T Uueitria A ; ML A VGLL Vs : T s L,ux
5 204 A “Jeerd AR R M Ml (ation | U, (Y erloin Clowa i P Y74 : i | liss
5 N Junur T 7 ] U K| Cendipn : il | fiea . 5, d ZC£2< ; 7 o
5 S L Sl AL Y (it QAL /o 5
5 e JOAL 7L g J X / oy (puez QB | (LezleeT/ £ 94, N
60 L JA W W R p _1:1 L i 1%, h“ [ MIAA) u /}14/12;4,-4 -MSE[ Cliia b [ £ = #: 7 7;

61 20| bt _fpsrres & 7 Yer ke 1192 Al wordrn [ Bidafe | Komamiy i la IBY AR A

. o ey VYR I 2V D 7/ 1 % S Y 97 R L JLﬁ. WA W0 99 1 91 TR 9% 99 7% P 1 e s P ’j

o N 25 et | he X 1IN YAV AL Wl [edodn | Keprens L [ Nwdeind [\udacd |/ VYA [iczee, | it JuX (77 it %
i 64 —— Dol | 42 Yy Bolk 711-4({ M| e | [Larzen IW Cynrca Larzad [Nerice [ S Ry e A
E o — Ok | Dudidd g I |7 ol 7 17 | Iu N /] [orce  Newrr, 194 s
o« R T L 4/ AT AEN W g eal_ e T Rne L R Rpaa 2l -

o7 Undowtaniom Lot il I N4 ) Gl Sl | Ll alproa Wk (uudk v ilaur s 5

68 ! " Qugur Wahr q"’% 7_’\ lg-(%j / ; A7 L0 S wr M oA ok A saR :;7

6 e Ui Lo ML / oL N

0 o gl /et 70h| [ Ay 7] P I )

7 Dsar Rty Lok 1A M 06 % e %o A AVIES Nl | | |t 2

7 A ol LEDAN 4 71 141 Ny Yo : el I P

73 T [y |foaleq Ty N1/ A | oL % 73

. T RS e Tl 7 "

75 e, 5 S R 2] ] e pdrinsr, 7 Loy | A w27

76 ATV Y 'Pm | % 5. ) %‘ A 2 W ’#, 76700

77 4 Ae W“«v\ ‘AK /.11\/ 'b‘vlql Y%, nL‘ﬁ 7z 0“4“7)4«%7” 71'/:3/?

. = Z 0 = 727 T o Bl 7, AN n

) == 208 & 1% r U7, %

80 P Wd‘{ < Z/ b ] { .. oy 2 pal ya 80

s 9 ram psdek M Mg X M7)»sh e [Cpzzell Taitey | halotn (70| 726

- T o SR 0 7575 sl | B By NN e SR O

o 11 e e A, The ) PISL Yy M 130 7 g0 || | » { My MM\% w5

84 | o i Pl BB ~di/7ie ab;% / x /)W petl ¥ gy fd, aulo [ ) . [l 8

s Y sratn " gred g2 WLIvTAN l (g, : A, | KosrinIidoot | Uf el | hsro by ALY WA Nes 406

o — A é 2408 il “W————& Riopen $ilo Ty pdis] | fionrcnffolirs Koo [h | Yl k WA Y

& perts / S hﬂﬁ 5| esaca 5%444«( Lk R A [Sp-2es ,,_%‘ v .7 B

8 Daron Puntde R S A yorcs NPl wrter, | [ | Nprac | feree { Cloaks NI Lo

89 "/M y | ) A\KW 22220 ,M %_%‘ - %"A '% s

90 piL acddin —FAual 9 “1K Vi 7{4‘ 1YL [ il M Y Juzre | __ﬁ/l! f 00 LLLS

o TV Ddotic | Rrwally 7 /0y 5 ol MV Yl jotp | Paosco [THL2] Pysece /71 Y

R ) il P 7% D 19/ 7 O 1 ol s g Ik | Korce TP [ [Crar . : RN, % S/ 4 I

o [F57026 wndlelode 0ol | TR 1A% 0. Jdiy s i [ N7 AV P 2% 5\@/14»« i Lok, faider [TR] o2t >

o : ~ 4 .'Mh: AR T T o T80k, Ba t&:: ALt | Ageress T AaLLK) Nigprea ] 7, | —Zcsag o

= — | A ‘W T8 [Ty 11 1S s A, I W | ) V| Besees Aygreco 2 2 A Lo

96 2l g st UL, }L":“:’ %% ;1 ﬁ Vi Z;W;II 7 ff’{(M'_W\ lml‘ﬁ‘l % IW@ (g epd Hbig B 967’7"')/

b S Ty : 5 () A Lt AT 73 5]
| R e , 31! 2 e e e S, VTR 1) VY O AT, 5 e S M
s 9 U gt % LH B : MZA N | (2 gm flzen Hontrn w735
: s 2 Dudtmon P N A 1 N TH P | oith 0 (Alide T o [t gt Yo | [ 0?29 L2 Y~ Y/ I P
b 5 N r=



Marriage Brooklyn, NY Louis Thorner + Clara Morrison 12/23/1924
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Louis Thorner + Clara Morrison Chatham, NY, Age: 2? Occ: operator; Born: Lipno, Russia; Father: Moses? Mother: Faga B 12/23/1924
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1930 United States Federal Census

Name: Louis Thomer [sic] Thorner
Gender: Male

Birth Year:  abt 1894

Birthplace:  Poland

Race: White

Home in 1930:Chatham, Morris, New Jersey
Map of Home: View Map

Marital Status: Married

Immigration Year: 1913

Relation to Head of House: Head
Spouse's Name: Clara Thomer
Father's Birthplace:  Poland
Mother's Birthplace: Poland
Occupation: [Dress Operator]

Education:

Military service:

Rent/home value:

Age at first marriage:

Parents' birthplace: [Poland, Poland]
[Veteran: Noj

Household Members:

Name Age
Louis Thomer 36
Clara Thomer 34

Esther M Thomer 5
Blanche R Thomer 2[21/12]

April 4, 1930

Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Chatham, Morris, New Jersey; Roll: 1373; Page: 2B;

Enumeration District: 12; Image: 312.0; FHL microfilm: 2341108.

Source Information: Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT,

USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2002.

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the United States,
1930. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls.

Description: The 1930 Census contains records for approximately 123 million Americans. The census gives

us a glimpse into the lives of Americans in 1930, and contains information about a household’s family

members and occupants including: birthplaces, occupations, immigration, citizenship, and military service.

The names of those listed in the census are linked to actual images of the 1930 Census. Learn more...



Census Louis and Clara Thorner, Esther and Blanche, Chatham, NJ April 4, 1930
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United States Census, 1940 April 19, 1940

name: Louis Thorner

event year: 1940

event place:  [Maple Street,] Green Village, Chatham Township, Morris, New Jersey, United States
gender: Male

age: 47

marital status: Married

race (standardized):  White

relationship to head of household (original):

relationship to head of household (standardized): Head
birthplace:  Poland

estimated birth year: 1893

residence in 1935: Same House

[Occupation: Dress or Press Operator, Press Factory]

Household  GenderAge Birthplace

head Louis ThornerM 47 Poland

wife  Clara Thorner F 43 Poland

daughter Esther Thorner F 15 New York
daughter Blanche Thorner F 12 New Jersey

Citing this Record
enumeration district number: 14-17

family number: 207

sheet number and letter: 10A
line number: 20

nara publication number: T627
nara roll number: 2370

digital folder number: 005462108
image number: 00470

"United States Census, 1940," index and images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/K4TN-8VT : accessed 09 Feb 2013), Louis Thorner, Green Village,
Chatham Township, Morris, New Jersey, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 14-17, sheet 10A,
family 207, NARA digital publication T627, roll 2370.

© 2012 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. A service provided by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints



Louis & Clara Thorner Census Maple Street, Green Village, Chatham Township, Morris, NJ
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Louis Thorner Maple Street, Chatham Township, Morris, NJ April 25, 1942

REGISTRATION CARD—(Men born on or after April 28, 1877 and on or before February 16, 1897) )
o t ORDER NUMBER
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" (Number and atreet or R. F. D _number) CTown) | (County) (State) read to him his own answers; that I have witnessed his signature or mark and that
e - e all of his answers of which I have knowledge are true, except as follows;
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Source Citation: National Archives and Records Administration (NARA); Washington, D.C.; State Headquarters: New Jersey. Source Information: Ancestry.com. U.S., World
War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. Original data: United States, Selective Service System. Selec-
tive Service Registration Cards, World War II: Fourth Registration. National Archives and Records Administration Branch locations: National Archives and Records Administra-
tion Region Branches. Description: This database is an indexed collection of the draft cards from the Fourth Registration, the only registration currently available to the public
(the other registrations are not available due to privacy laws). The Fourth Registration, often referred to as the “old man’s registration”, was conducted on 27 April 1942. The
records include name of registrant, age, birth date, birthplace, residence, employer information, and physical description. © 2013, The Generations Network, Inc.



Name: Blanche Ruth Thorner 1946
Estimated Birth Year: abt 1926 Age: 20

School: Chatham High School School Location: Chatham, New Jersey

Year: 1946

Blanche Ruth Thorner

Willing she is and eager to please; what other virtues are better
than these?

Among Blanche’s various activities were the Press Club, Chatter
Board, and the G.A.A. She played after-school basketball and hockey.
As a member of the public speaking class during her senior year, she
held a role in “Murder Is Fun.” Her hobbies include bike-riding,
piano playing, and sewing. After graduation, Blanche plans to further
her education by entering college and majoring in medicine,

(26)

Source Information: Ancestry.com. U.S. School Yearbooks [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations, Inc., 2010.

Original data: Various school yearbooks from across the United States.

Description: This database is a collection of middle school, junior high, high school, and college yearbooks
from across the United States. While yearbooks may not provide information about the vital events that are
usually associated with genealogical research, they do provide other information about individuals’ lives. This
information helps place people in historical context as well as provides detail that helps turn individuals, some-
times only known by names and dates, into actual people.

© 2013, The Generations Network, Inc.



Chatham Township By John T. Cunningham, Arcadia Publishing, 2001 p89

Stories of prosperous farms, huge rose-growing greenhouses, and times enjoyed in simple, bucolic settings
make up the township’s history in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Chatham Township is an em-
bodiment of these historical stories and images. There was a time when the marshes of the Great Swamp were
hunting grounds for huckleberries, when a Noe family horse pulled milk carts through the streets, and even,

it was whispered, when the massive, three-story, Greek Revival Boisaubin mansion was used as a stop along
the Underground Railroad. One of the most notable stories is of a lady known as Madame Bey, who opened a
camp for prizefighters, making Chatham Township a sports page dateline known throughout the country.

Seven

A COMMUNAL
EXPERIENCE

Shortly after World War 1, a small group of
Jewish immigrants living in New York Ciry
dreamed of an experiment in communal
living. They hoped to get back to nature
living outside of the city and were eager to
obtain better education for their children.
Most wanted to continue working in New
York and needed a railroad to carry them into
the city. In 1922, they chose abour 100
heavily wooded acres in the Floral Hill section
of Chatham Township, close to the Chatham
Borough line and running north along
Lafayerte Avenue to just beyond Southern
Boulevard. They divided the property by lot,
as could be expected in an idealistic colony.
Maost members were highlfy educared, but the
group included all walks of life: teachers,
artists, newspaper editors, a real estate broker,
several tailors, a movie producer, a printer,
and a few musicians. Some descendants of the
founders still live there, but nearly all original
houses have been much remodeled or
replaced. Louis Thorner (right), one of the
founders of the Colony Association, bought
two acres in 1922, He was a tailor by trade but
planted an orchard and raised vegetables and
fruit for sale at his property.




Chatham Township By John T. Cunningham, Arcadia Publishing, 2001 p90

: » N e L u
This is the simple house that Louis Thorner built. The vegetables and fruit that he produced in
his small orchard and large garden were sold from a stand in front of his property. His daughter,
Blanche Thomer Blumenfeld, tore down the small original house and built a new home ar the
site, 12 Maple Street.

T

L1

f{i.__. '-. okl

The association set aside five acres of land at the comer of School Avenue and Spring Street
for a school and social center. The school was never built, but the social center has survived as
Colony Pool. Nearly all children attended classes in the Red Brick School until 1929, when
Southern Boulevard School was opened. Bernard Sommer bought the three-story mansion
above, at 269 Lafayette Avenue, and conducted a private school there until the Great
Depression ended his venture. In local lore, the school became known as the Big Mistake.
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On May 26, 1986, the Chatham Township Historical Society hosted a panel to discuss the
colony's history. Shown from left to right, panelists Florence Robbins Stea, Goldie Chibka,
Esther Thomer Hirshfield, and Jennie Switzen talked of the pleasant surprise early colonists
had when surrounding neighbors were friendly. They talked of education, the pond, the
Samovar Tea House, the sales of lots, and many other things that formed a lasting colony in
T]'IL' tl]"n.\"[].“l'll[".

4 i
4 I. - ‘l
M. e 4 v l : e ;‘
When Louis Thomer's wife, Clara Morrison Thorner, refused to live in a tent, he came out from
New York on weekends and built a two-room house. They later added two rooms and a porch
on ground level and, as the years passed, built upstairs rooms and an interior stairway. Finally,
Clara was able to relax in a deck chair with her cat, leading a simpler, easier life.
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